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SUBJECT: NEW GREEK ARMY CHIEF STRESSES ROLE OF ARMY IN EXISTING 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 

REF: ATHENS 5925 

1. NEWLY APPOINTED GREEK ARMY COMMANDER IOANNIS DAVOS ISSUED 
ORDER OF DAY AUGUST 22 WHICH COMPLEMENTED IN SPIRIT AND TONE 
ORDER OF THE DAY EARLIER THIS WEEK BY BOTH INCOMING AND OUTGOING 
CHIEFS OF THE ARMED FORCES. (SEE REFTEL). 

2. DAVOS ACKNOWLEDGED HIS AWARENESS OF CRITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
WHICH GREECE CURRENTLY PASSING THROUGH AND HIS APPRECIATION OF 
THE CONFIDENCE PLACED IN HIM BY BOTH THE "THE POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY LEADERSHIPS OF THE NATION HE NOTED THAT THE CURRENT 
DANGERS FACING GREECE ARE CLEAR AND SPECIFIC AND THAT THEY 
"DAILY CAST THEIR SHADOW OVER THE COUNTRY". IN LIGHT OF THIS 
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SITUATION, HE CONTINUED, NEITHER "HASTY JUDGMENTS NOR RASH 
ACTIONS ARE JUSTIFIED", BUT RATHER "CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND 
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COORDINATED PLANNING". 

3. DAVOS THEN STRESSED THE POINT THAT ARMY IS "OBLIGED TO 
ENSURE FOR POLITICAL LEADERSHIP OF GREECE THE CONDITIONS 
NECESSARY TO ENABLE IT TO CONDUCT SAFELY AND WITHOUT IMPEDIMENTS 
ITS OWN HARSH STRUGGLE AND TO PERMIT IT TO CARRY OUT THE MOST 
DELICATE TASKS WHICH IT HAS UNDERTAKEN IN RESPECT TO ITS 
CRITICAL AND HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITIES." TO CARRY OUT ITS 
OBLIGATIONS, THE ARMY REQUIRES AT ALL LEVELS BOTH STRONG 
LEADERSHIP AND EXCLUSIVE CONCERN WITH MILITARY PROBLEMS ALONE. 
DAVOS WARNED THAT THE ARMY SHOULD GUARD ITSELF " AGAINST 
WHISPERINGS AND THE MULTITUDE OF SLOGANS SKILLFULLY DISPERSED 
BY OUR NATION'S ENEMIES WITH THE AIM OF FRACTURING THE UNITY 
OF THE ARMY". COMMENT: DAVOS' ORDER OF THE DAY - 
READ TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF FORMER SHAFC BONANOS AND NEWLY 
APPOINTED SHAFC ARBOUZIS SEEMS TO CONSTITUTE STRONG PLEDGE TO 
CARAMANLIS GOVERNMENT THAT ARMY WILL "STAY IN THE BARRACKS" AND 
LEAVE NATIONAL POLICY-MAKING TO THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 
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